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Written by Kathryn Bird - Advocacy Development Co-ordinator - -Learning Disability Development 
Team 

Assistant Editor – Karen Wilson – Public Information & Communication officer 
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���� ����What is in the Newsletter? 
1.  Future Options  

Externalisation 
Project  
A newsletter by Duncan 
Hepburn  

2. 
 

Devon LINk Easy 
Read Information 

3. 

 

Devon Learning 
Disability Parliament 
Project  

4.    

5.   
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1. 
 

  Future Options  
Externalisation Project  
A newsletter by Duncan Hepburn  

   

 

 
The Future Options Project is about 
changes to the way our services are 
run. 
 

 
 

 
You may have heard the words social 
enterprise or externalisation. 
 
 

 

 
You may have filled in a questionnaire 
written by SURF about what you 
wanted to do.  
 
 

 

 
 
You might have heard about the 
Sandwell Trust. 
  
 

 

 
Duncan Hepburn will be working on 
the project.  
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The project is about changing the way 
Fulfilling Lives, Short Breaks/ Respite 
and Access to Employment services 
are run. 
 

 

 

 
 
There will be a new organisation to 
run the services.  
 

 
 
 

There will be a plan about how this 
will be done.  

 
 
    
 
 
 

 
This project will be called Future 
Options.  
 

 

Some people may have filled out the 
questionnaire that Surf wrote.  
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The questionnaires asked lots of 
questions about things you want to 
do. 

  
There are 4 ways that services could 
be run differently. These are called 
options. 
 

 

 
 

Duncan will be asking staff, families, 
people with learning disabilities what 
they think would be the best way to 
run services.  

 

Duncan would like to know what you 
think.  

Staff will be talking to you about this 
project.  
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If you have a question you can talk to 
staff. 

 

If you want to talk to someone about 
the Future Options Project.  

 

You can ring this number  
01392 208389  

e-mail Duncan  
Duncan.hepburn@devon.gov.uk  

 

There will be more newsletters about 
the Future Options Project.  
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2. 
 

Devon LINk Easy Read 
Information 

 

 

Devon People First have been working 
with Devon LINk to make LINk 
information easy to read for people with  
learning disabilities. 

Rebecca Keeling, Community 
Engagement Worker, met with the group 
of people to make an easy read 
presentation which can also be used by 
other groups like those who do not 
speak English. 

An easy read leaflet about the Devon 
LINk has also been made. Both 
documents are on the website – 
www.devonlink.org.uk or you can ask for 
a copy. 

 

Also for more information about Devon 
People First please see their website - 
www.peoplefirst.org.uk 
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3. 

 

Devon Learning Disability 
Parliament Project 

 
 

People with learning disabilities want 
a more powerful voice in Devon. 
 

There are lots of organisations in 
Devon doing some great work like 
Surf and People First. 

 

But not everyone has the chance to 
have their voice heard and sometimes 
people do not know how to speak up.  
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We want that to change so we have 
been working with the 
Cambridgeshire Parliament They 
came to talk to people with learning 
disabilities about their Parliament and 
how it works.  

 

People with learning disabilities said 
they liked the idea of a parliament.  
 

Link Up asked the LDDF for some 
money to start a parliament in East 
Devon. 

People said they wanted a stronger 
voice in their own areas and to work 
together with other organisations. 
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There is not enough money to run 
parliaments in Devon so we have 
been able to get some more money 
from the LDDF fund.  
 
This means each area will have more 
money to help people to speak up.  

 

Things will be changing and there will 
be new parliaments.  

 

We will be asking people and 
organisations if they want to be a part 
of the parliaments.  

 

People with a learning disability will 
help choose who will be running the 
new parliaments. 
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We would like 4 learning disability parliaments 
in Devon run by people with learning 
disabilities. 
 

1. Exeter and East Devon  Parliament  – 
the parliament will work with local groups 
to have a stronger local voice 

   
2. South Hams , West Devon and 

Teignbridge  Parliament  - the 
parliament will work with local groups to 
have a stronger local voice   

 
3. North and Mid Devon Parliament 

        the parliament will work with local groups 
to have a stronger local voice 

 
4. There will also be a Devon Parliament  

but it will be a lot smaller than the others. 
The Devon parliament will make sure 
people from all areas get together to 
have a Devon wide voice and work with 
SURF members.  

 
5. This means all your groups will get more 

support to help you speak up  
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This will mean that speaking up will look like this 
in Devon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parliament 
Devon 

Parliament 
Devon 

North and Mid 
Devon Parliament  

Exeter and East 
Devon Parliament  

South hams, West Devon and 
Teignbridge Parliament 
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If you want to put anything in the ACE newsletter o r 
want to talk to me about it please contact me, 
 
 

  
Kathryn Bird – Advocacy Development  
Co-ordinator 

  
 
 

 
 

Learning Disability Development Team 
The Rowans, Whipton Hospital 
Hospital Lane 
Whipton 
Exeter 
EX1 3RB 

 
 

     
01392 208768 

 
07974 745129 

 
 
 

 
 
E-mail; kathryn.bird @devon.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


