
 1 

 

����
����
����
����
����
 
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
         June         
                                   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Written by Kathryn Bird - Advocacy Development Co-ordinator - -Learning Disability Development Team 
Assistant Editor – Karen Wilson – Public Information & Communication officer 
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���� ����What is in the Newsletter? 
 
1. 

 

The Learning Disability 
Partnership Board needs a 
new symbol or logo  

2.  

Teign Area Club visit to 
Sparkwell  

3.  

 

Higher Support Involvement 
Project  

4.  

Parliament Taster Day 
 

5.  

 
SURF Wanted Adverts 
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1. 

 

The Learning Disability 
Partnership Board needs a 
new symbol or logo  

 

 

The Learning Disability Partnership 
Board is an important meeting for 
people from all over Devon.  
 

 

At the meeting people talk about ALL 
the things in the Government White 
Paper “Valuing People” and how we 
can change things for everyone in 
Devon. 
 

 
Carolyn Elliott 

People like managers go to this 
meeting and some people from SURF, 
Family Carers, Housing, Employment 
and people from the voluntary sector 
like People First . 

 

We want you to draw a new logo or 
symbol for the Learning Disability 
Partnership Board meetings. 

 

A logo is a picture or a symbol that 
people can remember.   

It is very simple so that people can 
understand what it means.   

Here is the logo for SURF. 
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Here is the old logo or symbol that 
means Learning Disability Partnership 
Board. We want to change it. 

 

The Partnership Board would like 
people to think about a new logo or 
symbol that can be used on letters, 
leaflets and websites and in the 
meeting minutes.  

 

Remember  

 

This logo means  
Devon County Council 

The new Logo should be simple so 
when someone looks at it they know it 
means the Learning Disability 
Partnership Board. 

  

 

The Learning Disability Partnership 
Board is an important meeting.  

 

 

The Learning Disability Partnership 
Board is a meeting about the whole of 
Devon. 
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If you would like to draw a new logo or symbol plea se fill out 
the form below  

You can use a computer and e-mail your logo or symb ol to us 
if you like  

…………………………………………………………. 

This is my idea of a logo for the Learning Disabili ty 
Partnership Board.  Use a larger piece of paper if you want. 
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Please fill out this form and send it with 
your logo or symbol  

My name is: 

 

My address is: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My phone number is: 

 

 

Please send your idea to:   

Sally O'Donnell 

Learning Disability Partnership Board  

 
2 Bank Place Chambers, Market Street 
Crediton, Devon.  EX17 2AJ  

 

01392 384783  
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2. 

 

Teign Area Club visit to 
Sparkwell 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Over 50 people with Learning Disabilities 
from the Teign Area Club  
along their carers and volunteers went to 
Dartmoor Zoological Park at  
Sparkwell for their spring outing.   

 

A very informative hands-on talk  
and demonstration on creepy crawlies 
was given by Geoff McCarthy the 
Education Officer at the Zoo.  

 

Geoff passed round Sammy the giant  
snail and Colin the cockroach for 
everyone to hold if they were brave  
enough.  

 

At the end of the demonstration 
everyone was given the  
opportunity to stroke a corn snake.  
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 After a delicious lunch in the  
cafe everyone had plenty time to wander 
round looking at the 39  
different varieties of animals which 
include lions, tigers, wolves  
and monkeys as well as otters, owls and 
wallabies.  

 Teign Area Club meet every other 
Saturday in Teignmouth and every other 
Tuesday in Kingsteignton.  The club 
always welcomes new members. 

If you would like more information 
please phone Sue Pallett on 01626 
774457. 
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3. 

 

Higher Support Involvement 
Project 

 

 

GILLY KIRKLAND, Higher Support Service 
User Involvement, provides an update on 
the project she has been involved with for 
the past 6 months. 

 

 

“I have been working with the WASP 
Words and Symbols Team for 6 months 
on a project called Higher Support 
Involvement. I will be carrying on with this 
project for another year. 

 
�

The project is about helping people 
with higher support needs have a voice 
and be more involved in Devon. 

 

 

This includes finding out what they think 
and feel about how they are included, 
engaged and involved in their daily lives 
and, in particular, with meetings. 
 

 

I have developed a kit full of practical 
ideas to help include and involve people 
with higher support needs in meetings 
and in their daily lives.  
 
This kit can be borrowed. 
It will soon be downloadable on the 
internet.  
 
I am in the process of getting the kit 
manufactured.” 
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The kit includes: 
· A digital camera 
· A portable printer 
· A photo step-by-step book on how 
  to use the printer 
· Textured materials 
· Book – How to use your senses at 
  meetings 
· Book – How to share information 
  at meetings 
· A ‘Talking Mat’ 
· A Makaton book of signs 
· Music to use at the beginning, 
  middle and end of meetings 
· Guided stories, poetry and music on CD 
· Useful website links book 
· Box of ideas cards on how to 
  involve and engage people 
· Sensory objects 
· Folder of places to go, things to do 
· Folder of bus and rail timetables 
· Laminated photos and symbols 
· Intensive interaction DVD 
· Book – How to involve and engage 
  people with profound and multiple 
  learning disabilities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information about the 
project and the kit, please contact me: 
 
Gilly Kirkland 
Room 6, Ashclyst, 
The Rowans, 
Hospital Lane 
Exeter 
EX1 3RB 
01392 208320 
Gilly.kirkland@devon.gov.uk  
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4.   
 
Parliament Taster Day 
 

 

 

The Cambridgeshire 
Parliament is a pioneering 
advocacy project in which 
people with learning 
difficulties become MPs 
and represent their peers. 

�  

Innovation – The Parliament 
was the first of its kind. MPs 
are elected to speak up for 
people who use services. 
Cabinet Ministers specialise in 
areas such as Health, Transport 
and High Support Needs.  

�  

Inclusion – The Parliament has 
created a place where people 
with learning difficulties can meet 
and challenge decision making 
professionals; politicians, chief 
executives and service providers.  

Error!}  

Impact – By challenging service 
providers the Parliament members 
deliver a powerful message and 
bring about real change. This forum 
has credibility and is recognised 
as a voice to be heard. The MPs 
themselves develop their confidence 
and learn new skills. Speaking up for 
others is an empowering experience. 
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To find out more call the Parliament 
team - 
 
Head Office 
1a Fortescue Road 
Cambridge  
CB4 2JS 
 
 
 
 
01223 566258 
01223 516638 
 
 
 
 
 
info@speakingup.org 
www.speakingup.org 
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5. 
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If you want to put anything in the ACE newsletter o r 
want to talk to me about it please contact me, 
 
 

  
Kathryn Bird – Advocacy Development  
Co-ordinator 

  
 
 

Learning Disability Development Team 
The Rowans, Whipton Hospital  

  Hospital Lane  
Whipton ,  
Exeter  
EX1 3RB 

 
    

01392 208768 
 

07974 745129 
 
 

 
 
     
    E-mail; kathryn.bird @devon.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


